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Spring has finally sprung! At least the blue skies and flowers popping up in
the garden might say so. That cold wind is still a tad questionable. We seem
to have gone through all four seasons heading into the May long weekend.
No doubt, we will settle out and enjoy the rest of spring and a beautiful
summer.
Tanna speaking at the
Spring Conference.

It is hard to believe that we have almost exhausted our club year (but hopefully not ourselves in the
process). As President, I have so much to be thankful for…a supportive Board and a membership that is
engaged with our mission and activities, and who patiently support me at each Business meeting and in
many other ways in between.
Our Health of the Club survey indicates that our membership is overall satisfied, but that as a group we
have a reluctance to fill leadership/Board roles. This will need to be addressed if we believe in ourselves
and are to sustain our club over time. The Board (old/new) will review results and comments together in
June. The summary is included in the newsletter and I encourage you to provide input in the form of
positive feedback or constructive criticism to Board members or myself at any time. We actually like
both (believe it or not). We may not always be able to rectify situations exactly as each member would
like, but we will make every effort to hear your concerns and respond/follow-up with you.
I began this year dreaming about the possibilities and asked that you did the same. I have to admit that
there were times when I worried (which is actually praying for what you don’t want) that we would not
succeed with fundraising efforts sufficient to support next year’s program requirements, but I
understood that I needed to keep the dreams and the vision out there and just “get out of the way.”
Had I not “jumped out of the way” I may have been trampled! What a lesson for me! Our fundraising
has been successful this club year. We have had a lot of fun and have come to know one another better
in the process. The club held a wonderful, expanded Gala in a new venue, and we are about to hold our
annual Golf Tournament which is near capacity again this year. Members have also re-directed in excess
of $13,000 worth of products from landfill, redistributing to our shelters and other non-profits in the
community who could make use of the items.
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Our Renaissance model is a circular flow with
Fundraising, Program, Public Awareness and
Membership flowing/feeding one another. We have
had challenges this year in the area of new
membership interest. I encourage us to choose to
dream (not worry) that the foundation we have put
in place will provide the desired outcome in
membership retention (which is equally as
important) and yes… growth… as our message
continues to be shared.

Celebrating Success” award at Spring Conference for
our “A New Approach to Public Awareness”

Our name has been out in the community as never
before through our public awareness efforts, and we
were rewarded a “Celebrating Success” award at
Spring Conference for our “A New Approach to
Public Awareness” submission. What we actually did
was take many of the recommendations and
resources provided by the Federation and used them
faithfully, leveraging our local contacts in the
process.
The Program team realized that we have had an
under-serviced group of women at Cameron House,
and a demand within our membership for more
“hands-on” projects. Two members, Janet Duke and
Kim Wilson, have begun a project of simple visits
that help to validate the women, provide new faces
to talk to and an opportunity to engage with
residents one evening per month. No two evenings
are the same. Sometimes it is playing cards, a board
game, watching TV, or maybe through the summer
taking a walk on a lovely night. These visits will help
the team better assess the needs and capabilities of
the residents to develop additional programs
potentially supported by grant applications.
Recently, we had members assist one of their
residents with household basics we had around our
homes, as she stepped away from Cameron House
back into the community. Jean Axcell donated and
organized a Twoonies event and she was able to
purchase over $500 worth of bed sheets for the
shelter. We continue to dream….

It’s time our best-kept secret was shouted from the
rooftops. We are making a difference helping
women and girls to live their dreams! Share our
message over the summer, spread our bookmarks
around…even to those you think “might not” be
interested, for whatever reason. You may be right…
but they might know of someone else. Encourage
them to pull out our bookmark and pass it along.
We still have a Regional Leadership conference to
look forward to at the end of June that provides
excellent leadership development skills/content to
support us in club leadership, in our work life, and in
other parts of our world. Several of us are planning
to attend Convention in July in Vancouver. I owe the
club a huge “thank you” for your commitment to
partially fund Convention attendance for the
President. At this time, without it, I would not have
been able to attend on the club’s behalf. I fervently
believe that the knowledge, sharing, and broadening
of perspective that takes place at Convention is vital
to the long-term vitality and sustainability of the
Soroptimist global organization. The power of 12001500 women with shared vision at a single event is
not to be missed at some point in your Soroptimist
“life.” You still have time to register to attend in
Vancouver from July 23-26 inclusive. As a Canadian
Soroptimist, I am looking forward to welcoming
Soroptimists from around SIA to Canada in July.
Steps are being taken to organize a couple of club
“fun” opportunities, with no “work” attached over
the summer--more details to follow. We enjoy our
time spent together and that is a large part of why
we continue to stay involved. If you have an idea or a
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suggestion, never hesitate to pass it along – yes, we might ask you for your assistance but you can always say “No”.
If it is a great idea, someone else just might have the time and energy to pick it up and run with it.
Yes… I will continue to get out of your way during 2014-2015! Be safe and have a wonderful summer.

"Believe in yourself! Have faith in your
abilities! Without a humble but
reasonable confidence in your own
powers you cannot be successful or
happy."
Norman Vincent Peale

REPORTS
4TH UPDATE by RoseMary Reid
SIA Board Member 2013-2015
On two consecutive weekends, I attended Spring Conferences in Hartford, CT
(Northeastern Region NER) and Annapolis, MD (South Atlantic Region SAR).
Both were small conferences but both very different in content.
NER has 10 clubs and approximately 235 members. The members gathered
Friday night for dinner and a social get together. Business was conducted on
Saturday. They had two guest speakers. Dr. Petit from The Petit Family
Foundation. The Foundation honors the memories of Jennifer Hawke-Petit,
Hayley Elizabeth Petit and Michaela Rose Petit (who tragically died as a result
of a home invasion) by continuing the kindness, idealism and activism that
defined their lives. The Foundation's funds are given to foster the education
of young people, especially women in the sciences; to improve the lives of
those affected by chronic illnesses; and to support efforts to protect and help those affected by violence.
I delivered the SIA Official Visitor speech “the Measure of Success”. The
Region Chairs of the four pillars, Membership, Program, Fundraising and
Public Awareness each had time on the agenda to provide an update on
their activities and accomplishments.
At the Awards luncheon, the WOA, VRA and Ruby awards were presented.
We heard from past WOA winners, who are now Soroptimist members, as
to what winning the award meant to them. At the Saturday night
Installation Banquet, I installed the new Region Board encompassing the
Region theme “Unity Builds Community”.
A short meeting took place on Sunday morning. Kathy Picard spoke on “Understanding Sexual Abuse: Education,
Prevention and Resources”. Kathy Picard is an award winning child safety advocate and founder of the non-
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profit organization, Little Voices Matter, Inc. The foundation's mission is to raise everyone's awareness including
children, parents, teachers, child service providers and communities in all areas of child safety.
Clubs then had the opportunity to highlight one of their projects. I shared the Happy Project. Clubs were very impressed
with this project and some will be looking into doing this in the States.
The SAR conference began Friday afternoon with a tour of the beautiful City of Annapolis. At the end of the tour we
enjoyed “High Tea” at Reynolds Tavern. What a treat!
Friday night commenced with the opening ceremonies.

They held a couple of fundraisers; one was the sale of beads
(Mardi gras beads). For $25.00 you received 6 strands of
beads each a different colour. The Governor throughout the
day on Saturday and Saturday evening eliminated one of the
strands. At the end of the evening all the members left with
the same colour as the Governor received a 50/50 ticket. A
draw was made and the holder of the winning ticket received
over $600.00 and other $600 went towards SIA Club Giving.
This was a very popular and FUN fundraiser.

The second fundraiser was “Shoe-roptimist” raffle. Each club
decorated water type (this year’s theme) shoes depicting a list
of topics such as: best Soroptimist related theme, best incorporation of the Soroptimist mission, best representative of
the region, most creative and the favourite shoe. I was one of the judges who selected the winners for each category. It
was a lot of fun and it was very difficult selecting the winners as all the entries were very unique and creative. Members
purchased raffle tickets and used their ticket(s) to vote on their favourite shoe. The club who received the most votes
won a gift card. Then all the tickets went into a draw and the member with the winning ticket won a prize. Proceeds
from the raffle went to a local project.
The Saturday business session included the approval of Region
Standing Procedures and workshops. There was a lot of debate
and discussion on the amended procedures and the morning
session ran over. As a result, the workshops were shortened and
my Official Visitor Speech was rescheduled to the Installation
Banquet. At the Saturday Awards luncheon, the Region presented
four WOA awards, a Violet Richardson Award and the Ruby
Award.
Sunday concluded with a speaker on the One Love Foundation.
The One Love Foundation was established in 2010 by Sharon and
Lexie Love to honour the memory of Yeardley Reynolds Love. The
mission of the Foundation is to end relationship violence through
education and technology. The “One” represents the number
Yeardley wore on her jersey during her high school and college
lacrosse career. The number has since been retired by the
University of Virginia in her memory.
Attending other Spring Conferences is a very exciting and wonderful experience. You not only get to meet some
wonderful and dynamic Soroptimists, but you learn what other clubs are doing to improve the lives of women and girls. I
had the opportunity to fly on a Beechcraft 1900D (small propeller plane) which held 18 passengers plus a pilot and copilot, and a Dash 8-100 (also a propeller plane) with approximately 21 passengers and 3 crew members. We had
beverage service on this flight along with a lot of turbulence!!!!!
I look forward to attending the SIA Convention in Vancouver and reconnecting with my Soroptimist friends from around
the world. Hope to see you there!
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AWARDS
SIP'S NOMINEE FOR LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD FROM ECR by JOYCE FEE
“Been there, done that, and still doing it” could well be the motto for S I
Peterborough’s nominee for Lifetime Achievement Award for 2014 - Dianne
Hutchison. She is one of those members who has done it all and is still doing it.
Dianne had early start learning about Soroptimist as she was a member of the
Peterborough Venture club. These young women in the Venture club were
mentored by the Soroptimist club members and in turn were there to help in all of
the fundraising activities of the club.
Dianne joined SI Peterborough in 1984. Immediately on joining she served on
various committees, including UNICEF. She joined the executive committee and
served as president 1993-1995, and later became
As a Venturist, Dianne
chair of both membership and fundraising
recognized the wider
committees.
understanding that she
gained from attending
Dianne joined the Region board, where she served
conventions. As a
terms as both Regional Director 1998-2000 and
Soroptimist, she has
then Regional Secretary, fulfilling her duties in a timely fashion. Additional exceptional
attended S I conventions in
service to Soroptimist was given when she became the treasurer of SFC, our Canadian
San Francisco in 1995,
Foundation where she served for several years. In this role, she was responsible for not
Helsinki in 1999 and two
only the donations and the paying of bills but she had to book and monitor the facilities
years ago in Montreal where
for the yearly meetings in Winnipeg. For a time, following the death of the chair, Dianne
she served as Registration
took on that role along with that of treasurer.
Lead. She has attended
many of the SIA Federation
At the club level she has served on all of our major additional committees such as our
conventions including
th
club’s 60 Anniversary, Fall Regional meetings, and three times for the Spring Conference
Phoenix, Cincinnati, Toronto,
in Peterborough. She was a key member in assisting in the charter of the club in Oshawa
New York, and Calgary. She
and has been a supporter of SI Kawartha Lakes. This, in addition to serving on the
has also been a faithful
ongoing local committees that are needed to keep a club successful. In fundraising, she
attendee of our Fall Regional
has served on the Golf Committee for the ten years of its existence, before that on
meetings and rarely misses
Women’s World. She works on our Day of Service, walks on the Coldest Night, and assists
our ECR Spring Conferences.
at Wakefest. At present, she is the lead person for our monthly Sustaining luncheons,
ensuring that members are kept up to date. She is always
available to drive senior members. Dianne is the telephone link
for our senior Soroptimists who can no longer attend meetings
but whose heart is still with our club.
Dianne continues to serve in many ways in her community outside of her Soroptimist activities.
She works on weekly School Breakfasts, various committees at her church, drives for elders, and
cares for family members. Since her retirement she has volunteered one half day a week in the
office of Show Place. She received a Civic Award for her volunteer work with Meals on Wheels.
As you can see, Dianne is a faithful member of SI Peterborough. She has undertaken many, many varied positions, both
chairing committees and working on them. She has proven herself to be thorough, efficient, and willing to support the
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club in every way possible. She has gained the friendship and respect of Soroptimists across Canada. She has done all of
this with the sincerity of friendship, the joy of achievement, and the dignity of service.
Congratulations Dianne Hutchison!

SOROPTIMIST OF THE YEAR by MARNEY HORTON
This year’s recipient has been a member of SI Peterborough since mid-2006. She has been a member of the chartering
committee for the new SI Kawartha club, the program committee, a board member and lead for our annual Elizabeth Fry
Christmas Party. For the past two years she has spearheaded our Sharing Dreams Gala. There is no job too big or small for
her to tackle.
This member has been instrumental in helping us to get
our name out in the community through her various
media contacts. She is always willing to help and has a
positive attitude toward whatever life may throw her
way.
She is a mentor to her grandchildren and champions
the needs of women and girls.
As you have likely guessed our Soroptimist of the Year
is Joan Sparrow!

SOROPTIMIST OF THE MONTH
SHINING STAR FOR MAY by JULAINE PALMER
Eileen Stanbury has been a member of SIP since 1986. She is a past president. She has
chaired many committees and activities, including the 2014 Golf Tournament to be held on
June 1st. Since she was so busy leading her team towards this fabulous fundraising activity, I
thought she should be recognized as the shining star for May.

"People are like sticks of dynamite; the power's on the
inside but nothing happens until the fuse gets lit."
Mac Anderson
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TRENT AWARD by ROSEMARY
RAMEY

Our recipient, Chloe Clark, has finished her first year
towards her Bachelor of Science of Nursing in the
Trent Fleming School of Nursing. She is working part
time as a personal support worker in an LTC facility
in Peterborough. After she graduates, Chloe would
like to pursue her interest in maternal child nursing
with the goal of being a midwife. At the May
business meeting, Chloe expressed her appreciation
for the gift and said she would be using this towards
new text books for next semester.
Congratulations Chloe!

FLORA FRANCIS AND 42 YEARS
At Spring Conference, Flora Francis was awarded a
certificate for forty-two years of service as a
Soroptimist.
In a message Flora notes, ’I don't really think about
how long I've been a Soroptimist. My aunt was the
influence to join as she and my cousins were all
Soroptimists. It's a family matter now as two sisters
and two nieces are also Soroptimists.’

We ourselves feel that what we are
doing is just a drop in the ocean. But the
ocean would be less because of that
missing drop. --Mother Teresa
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EASTERN CANADA SPRING CONFERENCE
SOROPTIMIST FOUNDATION OF CANADA by SHERYL HOPKINS, TREASURER SFC
SFC would like to thank SI Peterborough for its continued strong support of our Soroptimist Foundation of
Canada. On Foundation day, back in February, a total of $560.10 was collected at the club level.
Many members have contributed and received red, silver or gold pins in appreciation of their level of contribution.
($500./$1000./or $2500).
At Spring Conference a number of
pins were presented.
Recipients of pins from Soroptimist
Foundation of Canada at
the regional Spring Conference Sheryl Hopkins (treasurer of SFC),
Dianne Nielsen (red), Jean
Banks' (red) (her sister
accepting), Elizabeth Kitchen (red),
Corinne Rivers (silver), and
Bonnie Domonchuk (gold).
Julaine Palmer and Maureen
Pammett will be presented with
their pins at our June meeting.

Aleks and Judy Dickson, ECR UN Chair

.

Brooke Gordon, SI DAF
Winner of SI Peterborough’s basket
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SPRING CONFERENCE by ELIZABETH KITCHEN
It was a privilege to attend the Spring Conference. I realized how great our
club is and the contribution we make to the bigger picture - how the
efforts of all the clubs create so many opportunities for women and how
we advocate change to make the world a better place for women.
The vibe of my surroundings was a feeling of sisterhood and there were
many stories about women supporting each other and how the
organization gave women the opportunity to grow and develop strengths
outside of their comfort zone.
The conference began on the Friday night and was a fun-filled night. We
played a trivia game for television shows from the sixties through the
nineties and the host club members dressed up as go-go dancers, punk
rockers and even Tina Turner. The ladies really got in to character and it
was a lot of fun.
Then as promised it was the pajama party which was held in Mary-Lynn and Marnie’s room with a drink or two and
good conversation.
Saturday we took care of some of the regular business agenda items. In the morning our own Dianne Hutchison
was awarded with a well-deserved Life Time Achievement Award. I really enjoyed the presentation by Judy
Dickson, ECR UN Chair and her statement “Put yourself where your money is”. Judy is very engaged and
committed to working as an advocate for women around the world and I would find it rewarding to develop my
knowledge in this area.
Two workshops were held in the afternoon. One was about recruiting new members and was co-presented with
no other than our famous Catalina. We learned about the different age segments of
women with the major focus on the Gen X (1965 to 1981). We looked at their values
and communication styles. The second workshop was exploring existing members and
the barriers clubs face in keeping members and the reasons they become disengaged.
Saturday night was amazing with the Hula Party and a delicious buffet. The women
performing were senior ladies and were a true inspiration and a very talented bunch.
In between the routines there was an 87 year old lady version of George Burns… a true
delight and she had us in stitches with her bang on presentation.
Sunday came along before we knew it. I attended the Faith service in the morning
where our beloved Rita was remembered with a wonderful tribute given by Sheryl
Hopkins.
Shortly after our Sunday session starting, Sheryl gave her SFC update. Tanna gave a great presentation of our
Happy Project. Dianne Nielsen announced the Regional awards. Our club received an award for our work on our
website in the category of a Fresh Look at Public Awareness. Next, the presentation awards for the Violet
Richardson recipient and the WOA winner were presented.
I highly recommend that you plan to attend the 2015 Spring Conference in Guelph Ontario.
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FUNDRAISING
SECOND ANNUAL SHARING DREAMS GALA - FUNDRAISING DINNER AND SILENT
/LIVE AUCTION by JOAN SPARROW
April 23, 1014 6:00 - 9:p.m. - Peterborough Golf & Country Club

On this beautiful Wednesday evening, 114 guests arrived at the Peterborough Golf & Country Club to share in the
experience of a night of beautiful music, making new friends, a fabulous buffet dinner, great fun with all the silent
and live auction items, a great door prize (tickets to the Gordon Lightfoot Concert on May 8th) and even one lucky
individual going home with cash from our 50/50 draw!

The program for this evening was placed in the capable hands of our
member, Joyce Fee, who gently moved things along to keep everything
going smoothly and on time. One of the highlights after the dinner was
hearing our member Kim Wilson express her gratitude after receiving the
Women's Opportunity Award a few years ago and how this helped to
enhance her life in the path she chose to follow. This was lovely for all in
attendance to share the journey with Kim. She put the work we do for
the community into perspective.
Our Sharing Dreams committee of ten dynamic women worked
tirelessly to ensure that every detail was attended to. Our thanks go
out to our entire membership of SI Peterborough for all your support
and great help in obtaining the silent and live auction items from our
Peterborough businesses. With all our efforts, we raised $8500.00 on
this evening and our profit is $4500.00 after expenses.
A huge thank you to the staff of the Peterborough Golf & Country Club
for all that they did, including the marvelous buffet dinner. We would
also like to thank Gord Thompson and the Clarinaires Band who
provided our music. Since this was our Second Sharing Dreams Gala,
there is every reason to believe that with the success we enjoyed, that next year plans will be made to continue
this glorious evening as an annual event.
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“Sharing Dreams Gala”

Bennett’s Home Furnishings
Phyllis Bohonis
Capitol Taxi, Peterborough
Central Smith Creamery
Jeff Leal, MPP, Peterborough
Lorne Hamilton—Artist
Knock On Wood
Margaret Hamilton—Artist
Michael Dumas—Artist
Moon River Canoes

My Left Breast, Peterborough Clinic
Memorial Centre
Pelee Island Winery
Peterborough Pete’s
Peterborough Volkswagen
Ron Lay Motorcars
Showplace Peterborough
The Shish‐Kabob Hut
Mark Watts

Thank you to all the above sponsors and to the Soroptimists' who donated an auction item.
We would also like to thank all our guests who helped make our evening such a memorable and successful gala.
Special thanks to Custom Copy who are always so generous to our club.

“A dream you dream alone is only a dream. A dream you dream together is reality.”
John Lennon
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GOLF TOURNAMENT 2014 - BY SUBMITTED by EILEEN STANBURY
CHAIR – GOLF TOURNAMENT
th

By the time you are reading this, the 14 Annual Gail Cowling Memorial Tournament will have occurred (weather
permitting) on Sunday June 1st. This is our third time at Baxter Creek and also our third time holding the
tournament on a Sunday. As of the writing of this article, we have received over 100 registrations well in advance
of the tournament. Thank you to Pat Simpson for agreeing to be registrar again this year. Thanks to our prize
committee headed by Bev MacDougall, and with help from other committee members: Marylyn White, Rosemary
Ramey, Jenn Oomen and many club members. We had lots of prizes to include in a raffle or to give out to
deserving golfers. We have confirmed 15 hole sponsors, thanks to Margie Cahill and Joan Sparrow, with the help
of club members. We hope to have confirmed a few more hole sponsors by the time of the tournament.
We would like to thank all the businesses in our community that have helped to make this day a success. As of the
writing of this article, we have confirmed the following businesses that have contributed:
Assante Wealth Management
Baxter Creek Golf Course
Brian Mulligan Insurance
CAA
Cahill's Outerwear Specialists
Capitol Taxi
Charlotte Paint & Wallpaper Inc.
CIBC
Cogeco
Cortesis Jewelers
Country Smith Ice Cream
Dan McWilliams Moving and Storage
Davey Wellness Clinic
David G. Sherwin, Insurance & Investments
Dr. Christopher Moore & Associates, Dentist
Erin Cull Insurance Agency Inc.
Fandango Salon and Spa
Fontaine’s Source for Sports
Friendly Fires
Gertie's Restaurant
Holiday Inn
Home Hardware
Hugh Waddell at Clonsilla Auto Sales

John Robert's Clothiers
King Bethune Gest House & Spa
Laura Boden Associates
LLF Lawyers
Mark's Work Warehouse
Mary Ellen McManus Exit Realty
Masterbrand Cabinets Inc.
McKnight’s Florist & Gifts
Nuttall & Associates (Dundee Wealth)
Peterborough Examiner
Peterborough Golf & Country Club
Ricky's All Day Grill
Roland's Steak House
Scholars Books
State Farm Insurance
State Farm Insurance - Mike Harrington Agency
Swiss Chalet Rotisserie & Grill
Trent Security
Trent Valley Honda
Ultimate Nail
Villa Car Wash
Vincent Press
Whelan's Carpet

There are other businesses that have either contributed prizes or hole sponsorships, but we were not able to
confirm them in time for the publication of the newsletter.
Dee Underhill has done a wonderful job with publicity and also looked after the volunteers the day of the
tournament, including the donations of 12 dozen muffins.
We also had a very professional looking registration brochure and poster thanks to Marian Irwin and an impressive
Golf program, thanks to Aleks Olivera. Also thanks to Tanna Edwards who helped with letters and to Betty Lyons
who helped with prizes. Dianne Nielsen is our treasurer and bottled water procurer. I would like to thank
everyone who made the tournament a success. The money raised will help us improve the lives of women and
girls.
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PROJECTS
CAMERON HOUSE by KIM WILSON
Soroptimist International Peterborough has a strong history of involvement with and support for Cameron House,
an expanded women’s shelter which provides short term housing as well as supported semi-independent housing
to former homeless or at-risk WOMEN who are ready to transition to more independent living.
SIP refurbished a bedroom, provides new sheets to residents, provides day of service luncheons and is pursuing
providing new flooring for the main shared living room. SIP members have been spending evenings with the
residents playing cards, games, and chatting. Upcoming evenings will include planting a salad garden, going for
walks, and learning new skills potentially knitting, crocheting or baking.
In spending time together and getting to know each other, relationships are forming. When SIP members heard
that Jane would be moving to her own apartment, they rallied together, donated and delivered household items.
As Jane begins this new chapter in her life she is doing so in a home where she feels comfortable, surrounded by
furnishings she enjoys.
SIP members look forward to a continued partnership with Cameron House, forming new relationships, and
serving our community.

FROM THE ARCHIVES…………. BY JOYCE FEE
March 22, 1946 Excerpts from a Peterborough newspaper report
‘Dr. Arthur Doyle, psychiatrist and neurologist of Toronto Medical School of the University of Toronto
addressed the Soroptimist Club of Peterborough at their program meeting at the Empress Hotel.
Introduced to the club by Dr. Agnes Moffat, Dr. Doyle, who spent 4 ½ years overseas as consultant
specialist for the Central Mediterranean Command of the Canadian troops, was a Lieut.-Col. and was
awarded the M. B. E.
He told the club that statistics show twenty per cent of the casualties in the Canadian forces were of a
psychiatric nature.
Miss Margaret Westbye delighted the club by singing two Irish songs accompanied by Miss Musa Cox.
The members brought gifts of clothing and food to be sent to clubs in England and Belgium.’
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PUBLIC AWARENESS
LEGACY BENCH by CATALINA MALIN, PUBLIC AWARENESS LEAD
Our Soroptimist Garden is in Full Bloom
Our tulip garden at Del Crary Park has received a
complete face lift this year. In September, Marylyn
White coordinated the re finishing of the Soroptimist
sign. Now that spring has finally arrived and the
tulips are blooming, we are pleased to announce
that our Soroptimist Legacy Bench has been
installed.
Our club will be celebrating 70 years next year and
our Legacy Bench marks the beginning of our
celebration and appreciation to all women who have
been and are Soroptimists.
This bench is a symbol of our passion, dedication and
commitment to the women and girls in our
community and around the world. All our efforts are
dedicated to improve the lives of women and girls
through programs leading to social and economic
development.

The Public Awareness committee would like to
extend an invitation to all our current and past
members to take part in a “christening ceremony” of
our Legacy bench. We will have a picnic right next to
th
the bench on June 14 at noon. Please bring your
own lunch and a blanket. It will be a day to
celebrate our friendship and achievements. We all
have to be proud of the work that our club has done
in 69 years and the impact that we have had in the
lives of women and girls that we have helped
directly and indirectly. Please wear with pride your
Soroptimist t-shirt. We will take a group photo that
day. The committee will be extending a personal
invitation to Esther Might the member who initiated
the garden on behalf of our club.
Please mark the day on your agendas and we will see
th
you at the park on Saturday June 14 at 12:00 PM.
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MEMBER INFORMATION
THE RED PASHMINA CAMPAIGN by TANNA EDWARDS

SI Peterborough club members (May, 2014) are sporting a number of red pashminas previously purchased from
the Red Pashmina Campaign. Maryam Monsef (Red Pashmina Campaign) and Kyla Gutsche (Business Woman of
the Year-2013) visited the club and spoke to us of the history of this campaign, Maryam's own personal story
that brings the passion to the project and their challenges for the future. The Red Pashmina Campaign was
created by Trent University students and funds raised were donated to Canadian Women 4 Women
Afghanistan. At its inception, a CIDA (Canadian International Development Agency) grant matched funds raised.
The Red Pashmina Campaign is a community success story and aligns well with SI's vision of improving the lives
of women and girls through programs that lead to social and economic empowerment. The Red Pashmina
Campaign is at an important crossroad, and the club was offered a number of options as to how we might
support them as they determine their next steps. Stay tuned....

"Unless you try to do something beyond what you have already mastered, you will never grow."
Ralph Waldo Emerson
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FRIENDSHIP LINKS
FRIENDSHIP LINKS by JOYCE FEE
It is always exciting to get news from our Friendship Link clubs. The letter from S I Peterborough, England gives us
some good ideas on speakers – would have loved to have been there for the wine tasting one. The club’s
programs are many and varied, including supporting educationally a young girl in India, and raising £1,170 for
Sightsavers - £28 pays for a cataract operation, or £28 can treat 400 people against River Blindness or 3 patients
with advanced Trachoma – you certainly did make a difference in many people’s lives. And the way you raised this
money - a Barn dance, coffee mornings, a Quiz Night and a Divali Evening. Then there is your knitting for Maternal
Childhealth Advocacy International (MCAI) and blankets for the Fistula Hospital in Addis Ababa. We are proud to
be your Friendship Link.

Summertime is always the best
of what might be.
Charles Bowden
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