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PRESIDENT’S REPORT ......................................................................... TANNA EDWARDS
Today, I spent the past couple of hours watching my grandson play football in Bowmanville. The return of football heralds fall, as
do the changing leaves outside the window. For Zach, this is a new experience--one that he has chosen for himself and that he is
feeling passionate about while playing (and, surprisingly, while practicing).
For a long time I didn't understand what people meant when they counselled that I had to "find my passion." There are days when
I don't know if I've yet found it, but I am able to recognize a different feeling when I am doing some things versus others.
I even had my new friend Shuri, daughter of one of our Japanese Soroptimist sisters, tell me that she could feel my passion when I
was talking about our work. That was reassuring! I think we might be on the right track... You see, we were discussing our clubs
and the challenges that clubs around the world share in common - finding ways for our members to recognize their strengths,
trust one another, and encourage each other as we tackle the future so we can continue to build on our mission.
I don't have the answers. I don't know what the future will bring or what angels will step forward onto our path, but I trust that
collectively we remain passionate about our work of improving the lives of women and girls, considering our gifts, and our ability
to offer them up. I encourage each of you find your own passion...what is it that makes your spirit come alive when you are doing
it?
I am thankful for the time and talent shared over the summer as we reached out through our networks to fundraise an
unexpected $850 for our club. Convention was an incredible experience which I shared with Gisela, Past Presidents Eileen &
Catalina, and of course with SIA Board member, RoseMary. It was exciting to see RoseMary inducted as Secretary/Treasurer for
Soroptimist International of the Americas (SIA)'s Board of Directors. Once again, I thank you for your financial support to help
defray the costs. It always helps me to better understand the challenges faced by clubs around the world, and to appreciate that
while we are all unique in our own right, we really DO make a difference.
The sessions and keynotes are available for viewing on-line on the SIA website: www.soroptimist.org. I encourage you to watch
the LYD Luncheon (Friday) and the addresses from SI President Lyn Garvie (which helps us understand the world-wide direction of
our organization), Past President Cheryl Fleming, and our newly-inducted President of SIA, Poco Davis..... (who interestingly
enough, hails from Winnipeg originally, but who now resides in Nevada).
We celebrate with Grand Erie (Brantford) and London clubs as they are chartered in their communities this fall. Our communities
need Soroptimist ... we need our communities! Let's continue to brainstorm ways to keep our passion alive, help our organization
to thrive, and meet many wonderful women and girls on the road in 2014-2015 and beyond. Here's to an amazing club year!

Dream It, Be It....
We have an amazing new program to prepare for launch this year....Dream It, Be It....a program to replace the Violet
Richardson Award program. It too, is aimed at high school-aged girls and will include a pre-packaged, well-researched
curriculum which can be delivered in a couple of different formats. We can create a mentoring program to help teenaged girls
understand that if they can "Dream It", they can "Be It". What do they need to do to get there? Who do they need in their
corner? Is success a straight line? What is success? What have we gained through wisdom, which we'd like to share? Do you
know women in business or in our community whom you think might be passionate about sharing with teenagers, and to
whom teens would relate well? Make sure to share this new initiative with them. You will hear more about this in the coming
months. Get involved in the planning! We have an opportunity to uniquely shape this for our own community, and with it,
network with women who have no idea of the wonderful things for which our organization stands.

President Tanna

Membership Co-Chairs for this year are Irene James & Rosemary Ramey
"Live Your Dream" coordinator is Aleks de Oliveira
Trent & Fleming Award coordinator will be Julie Coleman

2014-2015 SIP Board Members

Membership Recruitment
Irene James and Rosemary Ramey are co-chairing the membership committee. They would like to remind you that every club
member can help in recruiting new members. So, to all members, be actively thinking of new membership recruitment and
forward any potential names to both Irene and Rosemary.
Also, they would like to encourage members to be informed by reviewing our SIP website and other programs from SIA.
www.soroptimistpeterborough.ca/
www.liveyourdream.org
Thanks very much
Your membership committee Rosemary Ramey, Irene James, Jean Axcell, Julaine Palmer.
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43rd. SIA Biennial Convention,
Vancouver, July, 23-26, 2014
SIA Biennial Convention

BY GISELA SCHUBERT
SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL OF THE AMERICAS HELD ITS 43RD BIENNIAL
Convention in Vancouver, Canada this year, and Catalina, Eileen, Rosemary, Tanna and I were lucky enough to be in
attendance.
I arrived in Vancouver and was welcomed by Catalina, who had been in Vancouver for a week prior to my arrival. I was so
lucky that she was able to take me under her wing, acting as a guide to the city, and introducing me to many international
members she had met at previous conventions.
The Convention began with a stunning performance by local First Nations which you can view at http://youtu.be/Zcbh7ISCnM. The Convention focused on membership, and specifically, on trying to attract new members, increasing public
awareness of SIA and enhancing fundraising opportunities.
RoseMary (Reid) announced in front of almost 1000 SIA members that the 'Women's Opportunity Award' was being
changed to the ‘Live your Dreams Award'. The purpose of this new award is to help women and girls to live their dreams
through education and training. It was a very proud moment for us to have RoseMary representing the club so well in
front of so many members.
We saw little of Tanna as she was kept busy as a delegate.
The Convention highlighted SIA's increasingly influential role in world
organizations. It is now active at all the major UN centres around the
world, and holds General Consultative Status with the UN Economic and
Social Council, (ECOSOC). An SIA delegation made submissions in support
of the rights of women and girls at the UN DPI/NGO conference Aug.30Sept.1 in New York. One of the items on the agenda at the UN Conference
was working with men and boys as allies to achieve gender equality.
Aside from the serious aspects of the convention, time was also devoted
to ensuring that delegates got to know one another. I took part in a
workshop that taught participants how to get to know someone new. The
best tip: never ask a question which can be answered with 'yes' or 'no'.
Lunch at Stanley Park, Vancouver
Together with our new friends, we watched a fascinating movie
called 'Girl Rising', which told remarkable stories about 9 girls. It would be
lovely if all of us in Peterborough could watch it together.
Between busy convention days, we managed to see stunning sights, including English Bay, Stanley Park and Granville
Island and the local Farmer's market. We also had the chance to eat some delicious food. Catalina and I shared a hotel
room at the Fairmont and Eileen joined us on the last night. There were no wild antics to report, just lots of fun.
In closing, the most notable aspect of the Convention was that SIA is growing more powerful with increased public
awareness. The suggestion was made that Angelina Jolie be asked to join as an honorary member. I also suggested Arlene
Dickinson on the comment sheet, as she is another notable female who has done a great deal to help women and
children. The outlook for SIA is positive: with increased visibility, donations and participation will increase, and our
organization will have a greater impact on the lives of women and girls worldwide. I am proud to be a part of such a
fabulous group of women.
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43TH BIENNIAL CONVENTION- VANCOUVER

BY CATALINA MALIN

In my years as a Soroptimist, I have been fortunate to attend three SIA conventions: Philadelphia, Hawaii and
Vancouver. They have all been different. I have seen with my own eyes the development of our organization. The
conventions have inspired me, and provided ideas and information to bring back to our club. It is amazing the
amount of work that has been done in the last years at all levels to support the clubs and ultimately to help us
achieve our main goal of improving the lives of women and girls through programs leading to social and economic
development. It makes me proud to be part of this organization, which continues to evolve and develop.
This time, I was able to share my convention experience with my wonderful Soroptimist friend, “Gisela”. Her
business has never allowed her to take the time to attend a convention.
When I heard that she had “semi-retired”, I called her and asked her to
come with me to Vancouver. I am so glad that she accepted. I knew
that she would enjoy the atmosphere and the energy shared by all the
women.
Each morning, Gisela would prepare for me the best cup of green tea.
We truly enjoyed the city of Vancouver, the food, the walks, the parks, and
Spanish Workshop New Girl Program
the views. What is not to like about Vancouver? NOTHING. It is a wonderful
city.
As I mentioned all conventions are different. I was very excited to hear about the new girls’ project, but there
were two events that made this convention very special.
The first event was to join the ladies from Central and South America during the round
table discussion in “Spanish” about girls’ issues within their countries. It was a very
interesting session. I was asked to be the secretary and the spokeswoman at my table.
The first time in many years that I have used my own language at a meeting. It felt
wonderful. Through this exercise, I have made new friends. I had the opportunity to
meet Gladys from Bucaramanga Colombia. She was so welcoming and friendly. She
Gladys from SI Bucaramanga
Colombia

mentioned to me that they are trying to open a club in Bogota, Colombia my
hometown. I am so excited about it.
The second event was to be able to meet our Friendship link members from Yosakoi,
Kochi, Japan. Each time I have travelled to convention I have looked for them. This
year they came to Vancouver with amazing handcrafted gifts for all our members.
We had the opportunity to meet with Hiroe Chikamori and her daughter Kumiko
Shiraki. I wish I could speak Japanese. Fortunately Kumiko spoke perfect English and
we were able to communicate. We were all very happy meeting them. They are
lovely women and work very hard at their club and region levels. Hiroe was
conducting one of the workshops in Japanese. I am glad to have their contact
information so we can share our newsletters with them. Kumico promised to
translate a few things on the magazine that they send every year. It is a lovely
document completely written in Japanese, so besides admiring the lovely elegant
women I will be able to understand the work that they are doing in their club. We

Kumiko Shiraki and Hiroe
Chikamori from Yosakoi Kochi

will continue to treasure our friendship link with Yosakoi, Kochi, Japan.
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Friends of SIP

Gift from SI Yosakoi Kochi to SIP
members

Friendship Dinner SIP Members

Kayce F. Jennings Keynote speaker Girls
Rising

ECR Members attending Convention.

Central and South America Representatives

Delegates from Brazil
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participation in Dream It, Be It, then select a model.
The club might prefer small group mentoring or a
conference. Create an advisory group for girls to
support your club’s project development. Finalize
dates, partners and locations; identify speakers,
supporters and sponsors. In January 2015, SIA will
release the Dream It, Be It Curriculum that can be
used.

Those of us who attended the SIA convention in
Vancouver were introduced to the new program that
will replace the Violet Richardson Award. Dream It,
Be It targets girls in secondary school who face
obstacles to their future success. It provides girls
with access to professional role models, career
education and resources to live their dreams. The
topics covered include career opportunities, setting
and achieving goals, overcoming obstacles to success
and how to move forward after setbacks or failures.

By February 15, 2015, the club should use the
Progress Report form provided on the website to
report its progress to the Dream It, Be It region chair.
In May 2015, SIA will release details of Dream It, Be
It financial awards for girls. (The first year for the
financial award will be 2015-2016.)

The Violet Richardson program ran for ten years and
the program’s goal was to encourage girls to be lifelong volunteers. The SIA board decided there was
more that Soroptimist could do to ensure girls were
socially and economically empowered. Only half of
SIA clubs participated in the Violet Richardson
Award. Many clubs found it a meaningful project in
their local community. These clubs are welcome to
continue their participation. Materials such as the
applications, instructions and certificates will remain
on the SIA web site. However, the federation will no
longer financially support the Violet Richardson
award.

Using the resources released by SIA in January 2015,
the club will conduct the project, evaluate the
outcomes and start planning for the next year.
The Dream It, Be It Program will provide help and
assistance, including financial, to pursue an
occupation that will offer opportunities for longterm success. Although we don’t think all girls will
know what they want to do for the rest of their lives,
the skills they learn in Dream It, Be It will help them
regardless of the career they choose to pursue or
when they choose to pursue it.

SIA suggests that clubs hold planning meetings to
gauge interest and form a planning committee. The
planning committee should be made up of
passionate, dedicated members to drive the
planning, implementation and evaluation of the
Dream It, Be It project. Then the club should conduct
a community assessment. There is an on-line toolkit
on the Soroptimist website that tells you how to do
this. Plan for your club’s

by Eileen Stanbury
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FUNDRAISING
SI PETERBOROUGH 2014 GOLF TOURNAMENT

BY EILEEN STANBURY
GOLF TOURNAMENT CHAIR

The Gail Cowling Memorial Golf Tournament was held this
st
year on June 1 at Baxter Creek Golf Course. We had a
beautiful sunny day and the tournament was a great
success. We had 18 hole sponsors and 99 golfers. Golfers
were greeted by Baxter Creek staff who took their bags and
put them in their carts. At registration, golfers were
treated to a muffin made by Soroptimist volunteers. On
the course, golfers could have their ball driven off the tee
th
on the 9 hole by celebrity golfer Katie Neville. They also
had the opportunity to win a $3500 gift certificate for
Home Hardware if they were able to hit a hole-in-one on
th
the 8 hole. After coming off the course, golfers had the
chance to buy tickets for a draw on many lovely prizes
donated by Soroptimists and local businesses. Baxter Creek provided a delicious lunch of a chicken breast and
salad with a selection of squares for dessert. During lunch, we held a Toonie auction, for a lovely figurine of a lady
golfer that had belonged to Gail Cowling. This was donated by her husband Barry. Many golfers went home with
prizes.
After the tournament was over and all of the money added up and the bills paid, we were able to give a cheque for
$6,709.07 to the club.
th

Please mark your calendars for next year’s Golf Tournament which will be on Sunday, June 7 , 2015.
The golf committee consisted of: Bev MacDougall, Margie Cahill, Dee Underhill, Dianne Nielsen, Pat Simpson,
Eileen Stanbury, Marylyn White, Rosemary Ramey, Joan Sparrow, Betty Lyons, Irene James, Tanna Edwards, and
Jen Oomen. I would like to thank each of these ladies as well as the many volunteers who helped on the day of the
tournament.

"You will never find time for anything. If you
want time you must make it." ~ Charles Buxton
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REPORTS
FEDERATION UPDATE

The last Board meeting of the 2013-2014 Board of
Directors took place in Vancouver prior to
Convention.
This was a very productive and busy meeting. The
Board reviewed the 2014/2015 Strategic Plan and
the Budget to support the strategic plan. The
recommendations by the Region Criteria Task Force
on the Guidelines for a Healthy Region was
presented and approved. The Board was asked to
look at electronic voting for all organization-wide
voting which would include the election of the
Board of Directors and bylaw amendments, etc.
Staff will be looking into some options outside the
traditional mail ballot methods and will bring back
costs for the Board’s consideration.
th

Soroptimists’ 100 anniversary in 2021 was
discussed. SIA will be taking the lead on planning
the celebration and will involve the other three
Federations and SI. A celebration will be scheduled
rd)
as close as possible to Founder’s Day (October 3 .
The 2013-2014 Board meeting ended with a
luncheon and pins were exchanged with the
Incoming 2014-2015 Board members. Following
lunch, orientation for the incoming board was held.

BY ROSEMARY REID
SIA SECRETARY-TREASURER (2014-2015)
As a cost savings measure, the Board eliminated
one Board meeting in 2014-2015. Therefore, the
next meeting of the Board will be at the end of
January, 2015 in Philadelphia.
I’m really excited to be attending, in my SIA Board
capacity, the charter luncheons of the two new
clubs in Eastern Canada Region – SI London on
st
th
September 21 and SI Grand Erie on October 5 .
Congratulations to all the members who worked on
chartering these two clubs. Well done!
This past July at the 42nd Biennial Convention in
Vancouver, Soroptimist launched Dream It, Be It:
Career Support for Girls. This program will help girls
grow up to be strong, successful, happy adults.
Dream It, Be It targets girls in secondary school who
face obstacles to their future success. It provides
girls with access to professional role models, career
education and the resources to live their dreams.
Make sure to check out the new Live Your Dream
Participation and Planning Toolkits, which includes
all of the information and materials your club needs
to participate in both the Dream It, Be It: Career
Support for Girls and Live Your Dream: Education
and Training Awards programs.

During the orientation session, the SecretaryTreasurer position was filled.
Three Board
members expressed interest and an election was
held. I’m pleased and honoured to have been
elected Secretary-Treasurer for 2014-2015 by the
SIA Board of Directors.

Most people chase success at work, thinking that
will make them happy. The truth is that happiness at
work will make you successful." ~ Alexander Kjerulf
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EASTERN CANADA REGION LEADERSHIP WEEKEND

BY IRENE JAMES

I had the opportunity to attend the Eastern Canada Region Leadership Convention held at Conestoga College
Residence and Conference Centre in Kitchener on June 20/21. Friday evening we introduced ourselves and the
presidents provided an overview of the types of projects that each club was involved with. We had a great
dinner and then for our entertainment we watched the movie Philomena - sad but humorous at times and it
provided lots of discussion.
We had an early start Saturday with speaker and Soroptimist member Gertrude Hawke who helped us identify
our leadership style via the Leadership Wheel - the positive characteristics of each style and the challenges.
Lois Kennedy presented information on the role of networking - the importance of building relationships,
strategic partnering and joint ventures. Lois also provided strategies on how to use the media to strengthen
networking.
Two fun workshops were provided by Governor Margaret - on team-building and Dianne Nielsen- insights to
effective communication.
Thank-you SIP for providing me with the opportunity to attend this convention - it was very informative.

PROJECTS
CAMERON HOUSE

BY KIM WILSON

Throughout the summer, Soroptomist International Peterborough has kept the momentum moving forward
with our involvement with, and support for Cameron House. It is an expanded women’s shelter which
provides short term housing as well as supported semi-independent housing to former homeless or at-risk
women who are ready to transition to more independent living.
In the spring a vegetable garden was planted behind the house, and over the summer, the women of Cameron
House literally enjoyed, and watched the fruits of their labor bloom to life. Planting and tending for a garden
offers not only food, but a project to bring people together, giving responsibility, fulfillment, teaching skills,
and providing a great hobby.
The women of Cameron House and the women of Soroptomist joined together for an evening of exercise
hosted by a guest fitness instructor. An exercise class was held at the house in addition to a walk around the
block. The instructor was so nice and the participants were engaged and talking freely. A games night was
also held as one woman of Cameron House particularly enjoys planning Scrabble.
Our personal relationship with Cameron House has grown stronger with the women looking forward to our
visits, and engaging with us when we are there. As our Soroptimist club comes back to life in the fall, we are
looking forward to strengthening our partnership and friendship with Cameron House.
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PROJECTS
SIP LEGACY BENCH – JUNE 2014

Our club will be celebrating 70 years next year and our Legacy Bench marks the beginning of our celebration and
appreciation to all women who have been and are Soroptimists.
This bench is a symbol of our passion, dedication and commitment to the women and girls in our community and
around the world. All our efforts are dedicated to improve the lives of women and girls through programs leading
to social and economic development.

Balance, peace and joy are the fruit of a successful life. It starts with
recognizing your talents and finding ways to serve others by using
them." ~ Thomas Kinkade
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SIP BANNER BECAME A REALITY THROUGH COLLABORATION

BY CATALINA MALIN

Once the website was set up, we were ready to produce our club’s
banner. One evening, I went to Marian’s house and asked if she could
come up with two different design options: one would be similar to the
standard banners exhibited by most clubs, and the other would be to
create a different banner that would incorporate the live your dream.org
logo and colors. Marian brought a couple of ideas to the board meeting
and Aleks suggested we invite her co-worker, Jordan Stark,
Communications Coordinator – Digital, to participate in the design
process. Jordan looked at our ideas and suggested we give some life to
the banner by introducing images or photos that would tell our story.
Jordan used color and curves to bring our banner to life. Our committee
formed by RoseMary Reid, Joyce Fee, and Tanna Edwards, and Aleks
Oliveira and I worked together on the content and selected the photos
that best described our work in our community. Every single word was
discussed. We contacted all the women that were in the photos to make
sure that they would agree to be part of this project. It took us about
three months to complete the banner.
This project is a true example of collaboration between our members
and our community partners. I have learned that our club must continue
to reach out to our community partners to create the best projects and
to keep our club fresh and moving forward.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Jordan Stark (designer);
Lynn Zimmer, Executive Director of the YWCA Peterborough, Victoria &
Haliburton; Donna Barry, Fundraising Coordinator for the KawarthaHaliburton Children’s Foundation; Teresa Kaszuba, Co-Anchor/CoProducer of the New CHEX Daily – CHEX Television; Danielle McIsaac,
Live Your dream Education & Training Award Winner – March 2014;
Andrej Baca, photographer, the members of the Public Awareness
Committee, and the entire membership for their support.
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MEMBERS

Bev MacDougall, June’s Shining Star
The Shining Soroptimist of the Month for June was Bev
MacDougall. Bev was the prize committee chair on the Golf
Tournament committee and hosted monthly committee
meetings at her house with coffee, tea and goodies as
well as hosting a potluck dinner for our wrap up meeting. She
also invited teams to enter the tournament as well as procuring
many prizes and volunteering the day of the tournament. In March
and April she was wearing two hats as she was also on the Gala
Dinner committee, selling numerous tickets and getting several prizes donated. One of our
members can be quoted as saying "Bev can sell ice cubes to the Inuit!"
Eileen Stanbury

Dee Underhill, September’s Shining Star
Bev MacDougall shared her choice for our
September Shining Star.
The person whom I have chosen to present with our Shining
Soroptimist pin has, I believe, impressed us all over the years with
her quiet dedication to "getting the job done".
She worked tirelessly on our fund-raising dinner in April, our golf tournament in June and a
myriad of other profile-raising efforts to gain media attention for our club.
You may have guessed that I speak of our kind, gentle, patient multi-tasker and muffin lady,
Dee Underhill!
Congratulations!
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY MAUREEN PAMMETT
In June, Soroptimist members helped to celebrate Maureen's 90th birthday.

90
New Member Induction
We would like to welcome new member
Lyn Giles!
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In Memoriam

MIGNON MAYNEORD
In our roster following Mignon’s name is the number 7/1/65. This
means that she joined Soroptimist in July 1965. Her Soroptimist
work was done before most of us became members. She was a
very supportive worker for the many programs that were part of
the club’s work at that time. In conversations with her you
realized how important Soroptimist was in her memories. She
could recall activities in the past with great pleasure and enjoyed
receiving our newsletter.
Mignon worked with the Royal Bank until her retirement. A friend
remembers that some people would wait in the bank until they
could get into the line for Mignon’s area. She did a presentation
to our club to talk about being a woman in work in the ‘30’s and
later. She said that you were not allowed to leave the bank if as
little as a penny was missing on your daily balance. That penny
had to be found.
She was famous for her whistling. Early in her career, Eleanor Glover’s mother accompanied her on the piano. Mignon was the guest
artist at many churches, performed locally in concerts and whistled at concerts at the Timothy Eaton Auditorium in Toronto. At her
funeral, we were thrilled to hear her on a CD whistling a beautiful song. It was from a CD which was recovered by Pat Simpson’s sister,
Noreen, who had been listening to a Rewind Program on CBC when they were featuring an interview with Mignon. On the interview
the M C mentioned that she had started to whistle while still in her high chair. Noreen, who took the C D to play it for Mignon, writes,
“It was satisfying to see Mignon’s facial expression as she heard her interview for the first time and knowing that she could listen to this
re-broadcast to her heart’s content from now on! When the interview concluded Mignon commented, “Imagine, after 60 years and I’m
still getting recognition!” That says it all!
Mignon lived all of her life in Peterborough and in the same house on Reid Street until she moved, first to Rubidge Hall and then to
Extendicare. If you can imagine yourself in the 1930’s you might see Mignon in her back yard waving across to Maureen Pammett in her
front yard. She was an only child and in her later years, her good friend, Anne, who lived in the other half of her house, gave her
th
support as needed. Mignon lived until just three months short of her 100 birthday.
It was easy to see at her funeral what an involved community person she had been. The chapel was full. Among those attending were
many from Trinity United Church, Soroptimist friends, and other community friends.
Joyce Fee
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I felt an angel

We Also Remember …….
Julie Coleman’s mother, Bea Coleman
Janet Duke’s mother, Norma Parnell
Sheryl Hopkins’ mother, Norma Hymers
Debbie Lay’s father, Frank Hayes

I felt an angel near today, though one I could not see
I felt an angel oh so close, sent to comfort me
I felt an angel's kiss, soft upon my cheek
And oh, without a single word of caring did it speak
I felt an angel's loving touch, soft upon my heart
And with that touch, I felt the pain and hurt within depart
I felt an angel's tepid tears, fall softly next to mine
And knew that as those tears did dry a new day would be mine
I felt an angel's silken wings enfold me with pure love
And felt a strength within me grow, a strength sent from above
I felt an angel oh so close, though one I could not see
I felt an angel near today, sent to comfort me.

SUSTAINING LUNCHEONS
Our members, mostly retired ones, enjoy monthly lunches in and around
town. In June, Chemong Lodge was the chosen place for food and
friendship.

FRIENDSHIP LINKS
Corresponding with our members from our Friendship
Clubs gives us a wider understanding of Soroptimists
around the world. When we get to meet them it is
instant friendship, as Tanna and Catalina found in
Vancouver when they met our friends from Japan.

Lunch with our Friendship Links from Kochi Japan
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